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Peo-Taz News 

June 2026 
A BROTHERHOOD AIMED TOWARD EDUCATION 
The mission of A.B.A.T.E. OF ILLINOIS IS TO PRESERVE THE UNIVERSAL 
RIGHT TO A SAFE, UNRESTRICTED MOTORCYCLING ENVIORNMENT, AND 
PROPOSE AND ADVOCATE ACTIONS THAT CAN BE TAKEN BY ELECTED    

OFFICIALS TO PROTECT AND CONSERVE THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND ENSURE THROUGH PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT 

THAT SUSTAINABLE USE, RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AND  
ENJOYMENT OF THESE RESOURCES IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS AND FUTURE 

GENERATIONS. 
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2026 PEO-TAZ OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT DAVE SALTER II  309-989-2225 wildnaƟve1973@yahoo.com 

VICE PRESIDENT  RANDY PUGH  309-208-4701  vp@peo-taz.com 

SECRETARY JO HOFFMAN 309-635-5414 joannelhoffman@gmail.com 

TREASURER SUSAN SALTER  309-472-6901 susankahoun@hotmail.com 

LEGISLATIVE  
REPRESENTATIVE   

PATRICK WOOD   309-373-3864 hdstyle97@yahoo.com 

SAFETY & EDUCATOIN 
COORDINATOR 

DUSTY DIBLER  309-256-7758 dabd87@sbcglobal.net 

MEMBERSHIP/
SPONSORSHIP DIRECTOR 

SHANNON JOHN-
SON  

309-657-7266 hippiebikerbabe@yahoo.com   

PUBLIC RELATIONS                                      TAMI CHRISTIAN 309-231-0800 imtami75@yahoo.com 

ATTENDANCE DIRECTOR BRENDA LANE  309-370-7000 bren-
dalane4760@yahoo.com 

CHAPLAIN BEN MADIGAN   309-645-0738 benandpam75@comcast.net 

WEBMASTER RANDY PUGH 309-208-4701 vp@peo-taz.com 

PRODUCTS DIRECTOR TERESA WOOD  309-369-0624 teresaor-
dazwood67@yahoo.com 

NEWSLETTER DIRECTOR NICK CHRISTIAN 309-224-3085 nchris91@yahoo.com 

SERGEANT at ARMS Open   

ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR Open   
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2026 PEO-TAZ CALENDAR 
Event Date Place Time 

Monthly Meeting Jan 4th VFW post 3883  1:30pm (Potluck) 
Monthly Meeting Feb 1st VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting March 1st VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting April 12th Rocket Bar and Grill, Bartonville 1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting May 3rd Rocket Bar and Grill, Bartonville 1:30pm  

Monthly Meeting June 7th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting July 12th Rocket Bar and Grill, Bartonville 1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting August 2nd VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting Sept 13th Rocket Bar and Grill, Bartonville 1:30pm 
Monthly Meeting Oct 4th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  
Monthly Meeting Nov 1st VFW post 3883  1:30pm 
Monthly Meeting Dec 6th VFW post 3883  1:30pm  

VFW POST 3883  
4518 S Lafayette Ave, Bartonville, IL 61607 

1:30PM 
Members please bring a friend to a meeƟng. 

 
Not a member?  Please join us at a meeƟng we would love to meet 
you and answer any quesƟons you have about ABATE of Illinois and 

our Peo-Taz chapter. 
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In memory of Kay Bernstein 

Kay Charlene Bernstein, 85, of Peoria, passed away peacefully with her family by her side on 
April 17, 2026. She was born March 20, 1941, in Peoria to Kenneth and Margaret Anderson. 

Kay grew up on the south side of Peoria and attended Manual High School. She worked 
various jobs in the area, with her longest service at Methodist Hospital. Despite several 
attempts at retirement, it did not suit her and she continued to work until the time of her 
passing. A true free spirit, she later moved to Colorado, where she met and married her 
husband, Matt Bernstein, on December 22, 1998. The couple enjoyed several years in the 
mountains near Pikes Peak where they shared many outdoor adventures. 

Kay embraced life fully by buying her first Harley-Davidson at 63 and even flying a small-
engine airplane, despite having to sit on books to see over the controls. She was a proud 
member of Peo-Taz A.B.A.T.E. and had a lifelong love for animals. Kay was a member of Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in Pekin. 

She is survived by her husband, Matt; her sons, Keith (Stephani) McElyea and Scott (Keelie) 
McElyea; her stepson, Joe (Traci) Bernstein; and seven grandchildren; Jarod, Alec, Brayden, 
Ashly, Kaitlyn, Sarah and Draven. She was preceded in death by her stepson, David 
Bernstein. 
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Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

It's been a crazy April for me in my personal life and in ABATE life, so this 
month's arƟcle is going to be short and sweet. I have taught over 160 kids on 
motorcycle awareness at Metamora High School and Limestone High School. I 
got to take my wife Amy with me to Limestone and she was impressed on how 
engaged the kids were. I will be returning to Limestone next school year and 
hopefully Metamora too, but the teacher is reƟring this year, and Metamora is 
not replacing him, so that will be interesƟng to see how that works for them. 
Hope to see everyone at LegislaƟve Day May 13th in Springfield. 

Saddle up and ride safe, 

YOURS TRULY, Dusty Dibler—Safety and EducaƟon Director 

Safety & Education 
DUSTY DIBLER 
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YOUR AD 
HERE! 

Contact us at: 
 

 PeoTaznews@gmail.com  
 

for details. 
Thank you 
sponsors! 
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Roving Reporter 
 

Roving Reporter 

Well did you miss me??? Nope didn’t think so. Well according to the Membership Agenda it says turn off or 
silence your cell phone. For me you don’t have to you just need to read my arƟcle that has been absent for 
the past (6) months. 

QuesƟon for you, have you put out your Watch for Motorcycle signs yet? And why not? Here you belong to 
a motorcycle rights group and you haven’t put out your yard signs yet and you don’t aƩend meeƟngs that 
are only once a month. Doesn’t make sense to me. 

By the Ɵme most of you have read this, May 13th will have come and gone and you missed out on 
LegislaƟve Day. You did realize we don’t ride to Springfield the first Sunday of the month any longer 
because of poor aƩendance. In the past, a number of folks all they preached was we need the numbers for 
ABATE. Me, I wanted people to be parƟcipants. Meaning, I wanted you to aƩend meeƟngs and be present 
in all funcƟons. Yes, I know you have a life outside of this but it would be nice if you did show up more 
oŌen. Oh, before I forget, LegislaƟve Day in Springfield they are starƟng at Floyd’s Thirst Parlor 8-9:30. 
Parking is sparse so if you can, try car pooling. The address is 210 5th street, and wear comfortable shoes for 
all your walking. 

Right now we have a $500.00 raffle going on see Shannon the Membership Coordinator for a Square at 
$10.00.  

There are a number Officer posiƟons open, AcƟviƟes and Sergeant at Arms. They are also looking for 
Trustee’s because the (3) that have been doing it for a number of years are past their Ɵme for renewal and 
we would like to give others a chance to be part of the Chapter.  

Another thing is that we are passing the hat for our Sponsorship for BASH. We need $500.00 for 
sponsorship, at the last hat passing we received $100.00. we aren’t asking for much just what you can 
afford. Of the $400.00 that is now needed and the 142 members we now have in the Chapter. Surely if each 
of you aƩended and donated $3.00 we would reach our goal.  

Our next meeƟng will be June 7h at the VFW on LaFayeƩe Ave in Bartonville at 1:30 PM. 

Thanks for reading the NewsleƩer and maybe you will aƩend and donate. That reminds me, for the Quarter 
AucƟon we are taking donaƟons. This is one of our money makers that helps keep the Chapter alive. Donate 
and help, see Shannon please. 

Sincerely—Your Roving Reporter. 
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216 MarqueƩe Street 
Creve Coeur , Illinois 61610 
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Recently, I’ve aƩended an unusually high number of celebraƟons of life. Each one has been a strong reminder of how 
fragile and finite our Ɵme truly is. It reinforces the importance of being prepared, not just for ourselves, but for those 
we leave behind. Having a will and life insurance, even at a modest level, can provide clarity and financial relief during 
an already difficult Ɵme. A will documents your wishes, and life insurance can help cover final expenses and 
immediate needs. 

ABATE of Illinois offers a member benefit that assists with creaƟng a will according to your wishes. To be legally 
binding, the document must be properly completed with notary and required witness 
signatures, per Illinois law. In addiƟon, ABATE provides a small death benefit to help 
ease financial burden for a member’s family. 

These steps aren’t about wealth — they’re about responsibility, protecƟon, and 
respect for our loved ones. I encourage every member to take the Ɵme to plan ahead. 

In Brotherhood & Responsibility, Susan Salter—Treasurer, ABATE of Illinois 

Treasurer 
SUSAN SALTER 

DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION (MRF)! 

The Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon (MRF) has two criƟcal bills pending before the United States House of 
RepresentaƟves – H.R. 3385 (definiƟon of a motorcycle) and H.R. 1566 (right to repair and modify) -- along with the 
pending draŌ of the Highway Funding Bill. 

Time is not on our side. We have work to do, and nothing says “Get ‘er done” like showing up in person at Bikers Inside 
the Beltway. Yes, you can meet with your members of Congress in their home districts. Yes, you can send an email. But 
emails and district visits alone will not move the needle fast enough. Answering the call and showing up in Washington -- 
in person -- is how we ensure our legislaƟve prioriƟes are included in the Highway Bill before the window closes. 

The Capitol campus is massive. A typical day is 8–12 miles when the mission is to visit all 535 congressional offices and 
leave behind our posiƟon papers. It’s demanding. It’s exhausƟng. And it is absolutely necessary if we expect our message 
to break through the noise. 

We’ve all seen groups visit Capitol Hill for photo ops, dinners, and tours. That’s not what the MRF does. The MRF, 
alongside our partner SMROs and sustaining motorcycle clubs, shows up to work -- strategically, deliberately, and 
relentlessly. 

For nearly two decades, Bikers Inside the Beltway has been the front line of legislaƟve advocacy. Our successes 
happened because bikers showed up, walked the miles, and made it clear to members of Congress that motorcycling is 
more than a stereotype on a television screen. 

The MRF is serious about protecƟng the rights of all motorcyclists -- and protecƟng our rights requires acƟon, not just 
conversaƟon. Make your reservaƟons. Schedule your appointments with your representaƟves. Show up ready to walk. 
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DID YOU KNOW? STAY INFORMED FROM THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION (MRF)! 

“Motorcycle Awareness Month - A NaƟonal RecogniƟon Of Riders And Road Safety” 

Each May, communiƟes across the country come together to recognize Motorcycle 
Awareness Month, a Ɵme dedicated to promoƟng safety, awareness and respect for 
motorcyclists on America’s roadways. From city halls to state capitols and even the halls 
of the U.S. Congress, elected officials are once again passing resoluƟons that celebrate 
the contribuƟons of motorcyclists and call aƩenƟon to the importance of sharing the 
road. 

Throughout the naƟon, local and state governments are adopƟng proclamaƟons that 
highlight the freedom and community that motorcycling represents, while also 
emphasizing the responsibility all road users share in prevenƟng crashes. At the federal 
level, members of Congress conƟnue this tradiƟon by introducing and supporƟng 
resoluƟons that recognize the millions of Americans who ride and the organizaƟons that 
advocate on their behalf 

For the Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon (MRF), May holds even greater significance. Our 
annual Bikers Inside the Beltway event is intenƟonally scheduled during Motorcycle 
Awareness Month to harness this heightened visibility and engagement. By bringing 
riders directly to Washington, D.C., the MRF ensures that the voices of motorcyclists are 
heard when awareness is at its peak among lawmakers. 

“Motorcycle Awareness Month provides a unique opportunity to elevate the issues that 
maƩer most to riders,” said MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard. “That’s exactly why 
we chose May for Bikers Inside the Beltway, when policymakers are already focused on 
motorcycling, we make sure they’re also hearing directly from the people who live it 
every day.” 

As proclamaƟons are signed and resoluƟons are adopted, Motorcycle Awareness Month 
serves as both a celebraƟon and a call to acƟon. Motorists are reminded to remain 
vigilant, give riders a second look and understand that motorcycles are an integral part of 
the transportaƟon landscape. 

The Motorcycle Riders FoundaƟon encourages all riders to parƟcipate in local awareness 
efforts and conƟnue advocaƟng for policies that protect the future of motorcycling 
naƟonwide. 
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Howdy All! So is it just me, Who wants to give Mother Nature 
a Midol? Riding or not I feel like a clothing change act in 
Vegas. 

As of April 1st we have 142 acƟve members!  

Next months meeƟng we will be back at the VFW! We will 
have the volunteer sheet for the Rock For Your Rights July 
25th at Oz'z. We are running our new raffle board that is for 
$500.00 cash! We are only selling 100 squares/chances. Each 
square is only $10.00. We will have the board at the next 
meeƟng. 

The following members are due in May and June: Michael 
Kruzan,  Patrick Wood, Teresa Wood,  Tom MaƩson,  Richard 
Lowery,  Grace Lowery,  James Lacock, Shirley Lacock, Donald 
Davis, Robin Cupi. 

Thank you 

Have a Groovy Day! 

Shannon 

 

Membership 
SHANNON JOHNSON 
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At our last meeƟng, we all took a ”moment of silence” for one of our members that recently passed away, 
Kay Bernstein. Kay faithfully performed her secretarial duƟes at our chapter for many years. She was always 
friendly, kind, loving and had a beauƟful smile for everyone. While talking to MaƩ, Kay's husband at her COL, 
he told me that Kay faithfully had been aƩending a local Church nearby for several years. I was glad to hear 
that about Kay.  Pam and I can aƩest to the importance of that weekly Ɵme we aƩend our House of Worship 
and all we get out of it. Yes, it takes a liƩle effort, but it’s so important to “put feet to our prayers” and go 
aƩend Church and feed our Spiritual Soul. Then, we can give out to others, too! Hebrews 10:25. If you have a 
Bible, look it up! “Even so more, as we see the Day approaching“. Anyone need a Bible that doesn’t have 
one! See me!  

Love Ben and Pam ôFighƟng the fight! 

Chaplain 
BEN MADIGAN 
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Monthly Drawing 
To Qualify: 

You must be an active Peo-Taz member and you must be at the meeting. 
Board members are included.  

 
 
 
 

The May 2026 drawing was held on May 3rd at 
the monthly meeting. Erik Willke we drew your 
name and you were not present. Sorry you missed 
out on $100 dollars. The June pot will be worth 
$110!  
 

Remember you must be present to win. 



 

20 

VETS HELPING VETS 
 
We are a 501c3 non-profit foundaƟon that repairs and gives 
power chairs/scooters to those who cannot afford them. AŌer 
10 years of work, we have delivered 2,000 scooters.  We have 
assisted repairing over 6,000. Your generous donaƟons are 
allowing us to conƟnue our mission. We are accepƟng monetary 
donaƟons or power chairs/scooters equipment, any condiƟon. 

Our quarterly quarter aucƟon at VFW Peoria Heights #2602, 
doors open at 5 pm, first drawing at 6:30 pm first Wed: (March 
4, June 3, Sept 2, and Dec 2, 2026). Newcomers get 2 free 
numbers. 
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A.B.A.T.E. needs YOU! 
Call to Action 

 
There are more owners of motorcycles, atv’s and dirt 

bikes than ever before. However, our membership state 
wide is lower than it has been in a decade. 

WHO WILL FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS? 
When Trailer plate prices were raised by 555% 

A.B.A.T.E. was the only organization that addressed it. 
A.B.A.T.E. is ever vigilant on keeping Illinois a helmet 

by choice state. ( Illinois vs Freis ) 

Peo-Taz membership meetings are held at the VFW, 4518 S Lafayette Ave  
Bartonville, IL on the first Sunday Each Month at 1:30pm. 

See us on the web! 

peo-taz.com 

Is your membership expiraƟon date highlighted?    
If it is, Renew Today! 

If you would prefer to receive your 
Peo-Taz NewsleƩer electronically via 

email, it would greatly help the    
chapter!  Please email us at  
PeoTazNews@gmail.com.  

Your informaƟon will NOT be shared! 
Thank you! 

 


